May 2009 Spring Newsletter

Dear Skating Friends,


We just concluded the 2008-2009 skating season and what an exciting time it was!  It was a pleasure to meet all of you, spend some time with you either at breakfast, lunch, or dinner or just chatting at the arena.  One of the highlights of our tours is to finally meet the people I have emailed or spoken to on the phone for the past season.  


The skaters really appreciate knowing that there are spectators in the seats who take the time to travel and cheer them on all over the world.  As spectators we show our enthusiasm by waving our flags, taking photos, and meeting the athletes. Finances and sacrifices are experienced by these skaters who were fortunate to be part of the small percentage of national and international medalists and champions.


I look forward to seeing you for the upcoming 2009-2010 season. Who will follow the road to the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, BC Canada?  Come and join us as we cheer on the best in the world!


Thank you for choosing Silver Blade Tours, Inc. and I hope to see you again.


All the best,

Claudyne Cassella Hutchinson, President
Victor F. Cassella, Vice President
2008-2009 SEASON POSTCARDS

POSTCARD from 2008 SKATE AMERICA

Our travels started in Everett, WA sight of the 2008 Skate America competition. What is great about this event is that it is the only international competition that is held within the United States.  Johnny Weir took second place and Evan Lysacek skated to a third place finish.   Tanith Belbin and Ben Agosto were second by a short margin in ice dance. U.S. pair champions Keauna McLaughin and Rockne Brubacker came in second. Autumn was in the air, colors on the trees, crisp breezes in Seattle and a great luncheon at Pikes Place rounded out our time in Everett.  

POSTCARD from 2008 SKATE CANADA


Ottawa hosted 2009 Homesense Skate Canada and it was great to see Meryl Davis and Charlie White win their first senior Grand Prix dance title.  Alissa Czisny skated to a bronze medal in the ladies event.  Ryan Bradley also won his first silver medal.  Keauna McLaughlin and Rockne Brubaker took third place in pairs.  We had a beautiful clear autumn day as our city tour ended at Parliament.  

POSTCARD from 2009 NATIONALS

We all rocked ‘n rolled in Cleveland where new champions were crowned.  Some of the highlights included the newly formed pair team of Caydee Denney and Jeremy Barrett from Ellenton, FL. Jeremy Abbot became our new Men’s champion while Alissa Czinsy was crowned the Ladies champion.  New Ice Dance champions Meryl Davis and Charlie White skated beautifully to their first National title. A wonderful luncheon was hosted by Barbara, Rosalyn, and Claudyne in Chagrin Falls, OH.  What a wonderful and relaxing time we all had in a beautiful setting.  Great times were had by all with small group breakfasts, dinners, and of course great skating.  Those who attended the Friends of Figure Skating breakfast received autographed plates of Scott Hamiliton’s book, the Great Eight.

POSTCARD from 2009 WORLDS


World’s in the United States was held in one of the best venues around - the Staples Center. We had great seats and great clients who really got into the spirit and excitement of the competition.  A city tour of Los Angeles, a stop at the famed Chinese Theater and lunch at the Farm of Beverly Hills was enjoyed by all.  Nicci was again interviewed by the Ryan Seacrest look a like and some of us even grooved to the music as we danced at our seats! Joe, you were a great partner to dance with!
It certainly was exciting to see all of the events, especially Evan Lysacek’s winning program!  What a comeback for Tanith Belbin and Ben Agosto winning the silver medal in ice dancing. Rachel Flatt took 5th place. Some of our clients did participate in the Friends of Figure Skating reception and had a blast getting autographs and photos of our U.S. team.  

We concluded our tour with a wonderful farewell dinner at Roy’s Hawaiian Restaurant.  It was fun to all get together, drink, and reminisces about our time in Los Angeles.  
FRIENDS of FIGURE SKATING

USFS- United Skates Figure Skating has implemented their program-Friends of Figure Skating.  Friends of Figure Skating bring spectators and skaters together at organized events at Skate America and Nationals.   In Los Angeles, we met the U.S. team and team members. It was great to have the skaters visit our table for photos and autographs!   You can join Friends at the usfigureskating.org website.

UPCOMING TOURS


We still have spots available for 2009 Skate America in Lake Placid, NY and also for 2009 Skate Canada in Kitchener, Canada. These are the only international events we are offering prior to the Winter Olympics.

2010 NATIONALS in SPOKANE WA


There are still openings for this pre-Olympic qualifying event-2010 AT&T US Figure Skating Championships in Spokane WA.  You will recall how wonderful Spokane was to their visitors and I am including some optional tours that will be held during the week. These tours will include Spokane Winery Tour Lunch,  Cruise on Lake Coeur d’ Alene, Eagle Watching & Downtown Coeur d’ Alene Gourmet Lover’s Delight – Wine, Cheese and Chocolate Tour. Additional information on a Spa Day will be emailed.    If you are interested, please either email or mail your choice to Claudyne.
SILVER BLADE TOURS WEB UPDATES

Please visit www.silverbladetours.com for updated information and photos.
2010 ISU WORLDS to TURIN ITALY


Plans are in the works for our tour to Turin, Italy sight of the 2006 Winter Olympics.  Italian food, chocolate, and wine will certainly tempt your taste buds in addition to great skating!  


Details on this and our post tour to Rome, Naples, and Venice will be emailed.


Come join us and feel that “Thrill and Excitement of Live Competition! There is nothing like it!

